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and a monument will have perished which was able to inspire the invaders with
respect and admiration. The only part in tolerable repair is the hall of Friday,
where an old moolah, mounted on a stone platform, chants passages from the
Koran every day. This is all that is left of the magnificent mosque of Koutub.

From then* I wished to visit the ancient palaces of the Chohan kings, the
towers and walls of which, built by Aja Pal, rose a thousand feet above my head-
and accordingly I undertook the ascent of the Teraghur. The hill is very steep
and the ascent difficult; but as I rose my horizon extended itself, and the beauty
of the panorama increased. From the summit of the ramparts one has a bird's-
eye view of the whole of this beautiful valley, a veritable oasis hidden in the
midst of a belt of naked rocks and vast plains of sand. Towards the west a long
yellowish vein marks the desert of Thoul, the Marousthan, or Kingdom of Death.
The view is sublime and striking from the contrast, and it is well worth the
trouble of the ascent. As for monuments, one has to be contented with a small
musjid, whitewashed all over, and with the great buildings of the English sana-
torium ; for there is no trace of the glorious palaces of the Chohans. The air is
very pure at this height, and the temperature is moderate all the year round.
The English have, therefore, established here a hospital station, to which the men
of the garrisons of Nusserabad and Ajmere go to recruit their health from the
scorching heat of the plains. The sides of the Teraghur are rich in all sorts of
minerals, and I heard that several lead and tin mines discovered lately had
already shown good results. The suburbs of the town are full of charming sites
and interesting walks. What especially give a peculiar stamp to the villages in
this valley are the monumental baolis, which may be seen near most, of them.
These laolis differ from those I saw at Tintoui, among the Bhccls, of which I
have already given a description. Here, instead of being simple springs, they
consist of large ponds fed by subterranean springs, and the surface of the water
is always several yards below the level of the plain; the sides of these vast
excavations are formed of elegant buildings, on stages one above the other, rising
thus above the surface of the ground. In fact, these laolis produce the effect of
a house, which one enters through the roof, and of which one sees the court down
below in the centre. These magnificent structures are generally built by the rich
and charitable merchants, and serve as dhurmsalas, or free asylums for travellers.
In consequence you may see them, at all hours of the day, full of pilgrims who
are on their way to Poshkur; the galleries being , occupied by a curious and
motley crowd, and the banks of the pond covered with naked men and women
performing their ablutions. Water and shade, these are the two greatest boons
to the poor traveller in India, who never forgets to pray for the beneficent donor.

All these curiosities of Ajmere detained us for ten days, during which Major
Davidson and the few Europeans living there contributed not a little to our
enjoyment and amusement. Our visit, however, came to an end, and we had to
reorganise a new caravan to take us to Jeypore, which was no easy affair, for we
had no rajah this time to furnish us with camels and soldiers; but the English
authorities assisted, us, and I managed at last to.get together the necessary
number of beasts of burthen, and two very inferior dromedaries to carry our-
selves. We did without an escort, as -the road was considered quite safe.